EUROPEAN LOCAL AUTHORITIES & ENERGY

Energy In the
limelight

Martin Cahn describes the work of Energie-Cités, the association of European
local authorities for the promotion of local sustainable energy policies

The environmental impact of energy is now flavour
of the month in British political circles: you have the
apparently surprising spectacle of the new Tory leader
trying to ‘out-green’ Labour as part of his electoral
strategy. However, when one realises that the balance
between supply and demand of fossil fuels seems to
be tilting steadily in
favour of the
suppliers, it
becomes obvious
that this issue is
likely to continue to
stay centre stage in the concerns of national
governments for quite some while yet.

But action on energy is not only the concern of
national government. It also critically concerns local
government; standards are also being set at European
level. Each of these levels has its own over-riding
interests. For the European Union, a competitive free
market in energy, energy security and the Kyoto
commitments are the key considerations driving policy.
Local authorities are very concerned about their
environmental record in front of the local electorate
and the opportunities for local development.

Energie-
Cités
publication
Structural
funds 2007-
2013: Lets’s
take action
now!
published in
Spring 2006

‘Action on energy is not only the concern of
national government. It also critically
concerns local government’

An intermediary is needed

The European Union is a large organisation and has
not got the capacity to deal directly with all the tens of
thousands of local authorities in Europe. And local
authorities need to have a channel to convey their
concerns to Europe since each on its own is a voice
crying in the
wilderness and has
great difficulty
getting a hearing.

So both levels
need an
intermediary. This is where Energie-Cités comes in.
The association was established 16 years ago by a
group of cities participating ina European Union-funded
cooperation programme and has grown into the most
influential European association presenting municipal
views on energy issues to the European Commission.

The interchange of views is a two-way process.
Firstly the Commission, both DG TREN and other
bodies such as the Committee of the Regions and the
Parliament, asks Energie-Cites for its views on
proposals for White or Green Papers, proposed
discussion documents and proposed legislation. Inthese
matters, of course, it is the Commission that decides
the subject according to its priorities. Energie-Cités has
presented the municipal point of view on such issues
as the liberalisation of the energy market, the Directive
on renewable energy, the Directive on the Energy
Performance of Buildings as well as, more recently,
the Green Papers on energy efficiency and energy
security and the consultations regarding Heating and
Cooling from renewables or the future Intelligent
Energy - Europe Programme.

Energie-Cités may also present its own view to the
Commission on matters that it thinks important. Agood
example of this is the Heidelberg Declaration of June
2006 in which Energie-Cities asked the Commission to
prepare a Communication on the role of local authorities
in developing and applying energy policy. The
organisation also maintains good contacts with the
European Parliament to ensure that the municipal point
of view on energy matters is heard during the
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Parliament’s deliberations.

However, the role of the association is wider than
just presenting the local authority view to the
Commission. To do this, Energie-Cités must know what
local authorities think, what they want and, above all,
what they do.

Energie-Cités does this by preparing case studies
of best practice by local authorities in Europe (and
sometimes further afield). It does this by organising
regular conferences and meetings of European local
authorities on energy issues and by encouraging joint
action by local authorities by launching its own
cooperation projects, funded by the European Union
and other funding agencies.

The type of project undertaken by Energie-Cités
has changed gradually over the years as the organisation
has grown stronger and more influential. Initially, it led
small cooperation projects between a network of up to
half a dozen municipal partners, mainly but not
exclusively from among the members. These were
funded under a series of previous EU programmes and
currently under the Intelligent Energy - Europe
Programme or the Structural Funds, and covered awide
range of topics of interest to members - for instance
small scale cogeneration, wind energy;, street lighting,
traffic management. The association also carried out
anumber of studies on best practice, partly co-funded
by the French National Energy Management and
Environment Agency or SenterNovem in the
Netherlands.

In time larger scale projects were funded by the
research funds of the Commission with more
institutional partners, particularly on transport topics.
In recent years, following the trend with the
Commission for larger projects, Energie-Cités has
concentrated on large projects and initiatives, in
particular involving a substantial number of local
authorities which are exclusively members of the
association, in matters such as labelling public buildings
and setting up local energy forums to involve the public
in energy decision making. In this manner, Energie-
Cités has become more focussed and has involved more
of our members.

Energie-Cites has also concentrated on increasing
networking between municipalities and associations of
municipalities in the new member states in Eastern
Europe.

The UK members of Energie-Cités are:
Kirklees Salford
Leicester Southampton
Milton Keynes Southwark
Newcastle upon Tyne Watford
Northampton York

Energie-Cités
organises study
tours to a choice
of 14 cities,
including
Freiburg in
Germany

The following describes some of our projects.

DISPLAY® is a programme initially funded by the
DG Envi and now by Intelligent Energy in Europe. Itis
designed to introduce and disseminate a voluntary
labelling scheme before the introduction of compulsory
labelling in line with the Buildings Directive. The
labelling scheme was designed by Energie-Cités in
collaboration with 21 local authorities from 18 European
countries, including Leicester, Milton Keynes and
Kirklees from the UK.

With a voluntary scheme which will in due course
have to operate alongside the statutory scheme, there
is usually a risk of long-term redundancy. But this is
not the case with DISPLAY® since the scheme is
specially designed to promote visibility and to encourage
participants to improve their building performance in
practice. Itis an operational rating scheme, unlike most
statutory schemes which are based on assessing
building characteristics (asset rating); so DISPLAY®
can take account of behavioural measures introduced
by the local authority. It is thus ideal for schools. These
constitute the largest number of local authority buildings
which, because of their low period of occupancy, are
particularly suited to saving energy by behavioural
improvements. In addition the scheme can be used as
an add-on to their environmental education: there is no
better way of doing this than studying your own school
building. There are currently three relay cities in the
UK, Leicester, Milton Keynes and Bristol. This last,
Liberal-Democrat controlled, city has just won first
prize in competition with municipalities from all across
Europe in the Display TCA award. This is given
annually to the best municipal communication activities
using Display®.

RUSE is a programme funded by the InterreglliC
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programme to raise awareness among local authorities
to encourage them to use the Structural Funds to
promote energy efficiency and renewable energy. It is
a network of local authority associations and other
bodies in East European member states. One of the
objectives of this programme, and of the linked BISE
project which also covers local authorities in the West
Balkans and Ukraine, has been to encourage the
establishment of national Energie-Cités networks in the
partner countries. BISE has set as a priority the need
to:
hire energy managers in all municipalities

improve energy management in municipal properties,

fund municipal energy related projects and
networking.

Although directed at former communist states, such
priorities are still relevant to a mass of local authorities
inthe “old Europe’, including Britain.

A further project, SchooBIE-DO, funded under
the ALTENER programme, has brought together local
authorities in Poland, Ireland and Romania to look at
how to promote an integrated approach to renewables
and energy efficiency in schools and community
centres. It has emphasised the need for energy
monitoring - which, despite being the first step to good
energy management, is still a long way from being
universal in European local authorities. A further
project, EMULATE, funded by TACIS, has helped
establish a new network of local authorities interested
in energy issues in Ukraine and is promoting energy
monitoring in eight pioneering towns in that country.

BELIEF is a project funded by the Intelligent
Energy for Europe programme and designed to promote
the establishment of local energy forums in 20 partner
cities in 11 countries. The particular target of the forum
differs from city to city, but each is designed to bring
together all the local stakeholders into energy
policymaking. The project will develop new methods
and publicise these, demonstrating new approaches that
can be adapted by local authorities everywhere to the
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EU Energy Commissioner Andris Piebalgs listens to a
question from Alan Coleman from Cork County in
Ireland during the BISE conference held in Riga, Latvia,
in October 2006

local context.

IMAGINE is a project being carried out with the
help of the local département in the region where
Energie-Cités is based. In the short term it will prepare
an exhibition looking at the future of energy and
environmental management in the city of tomorrow and
in the long term it is hoped to establish a centre to
carry out more detailed studies on this theme. The
exhibition and centre will be based in the historic Royal
Saltworks at Arc-et-Senans near Besangon in France,
a classical ideal community built by Nicolas Ledoux in
the late 18th Century and now a UNESCO World
Heritage site. It is most appropriate that it should
investigate the ideal community of tomorrow.

SMILE involved 14 municipalities and 7 national
energy agencies and NGOs in examining good practice
inurban mobility. In this project funded under the EU’s
LIFE programme, a total 170 good practices were
identified, with a special emphasis being put on reducing
transport-generated air pollution. These were
disseminated and study tour programmes were
prepared to demonstrate the best of local authority
practice.

REVE Jura-Leman Sixteen Swiss and French
municipalities are partners with 13 associations and
regional authorities in proposing programmes to promote
the new energy label DISPLAY® in the participating
local authorities along the Swiss/French border. In
addition, the project will develop the European Energy
Award certification process in eight local pilot
authorities. This major project, funded by the EU’s
Interregll1A programme, is led by Energie-Cités.

More than 150 municipalities and associations of
municipalities are members of Energie-Cites - in total
these represent over 500 individual municipalities. An
annual conference is held each Spring at which acts
as a chance to exchange notes and build international
contacts: the next conference is being planned in Brasov,
Romania, in 2007. Energie-Cités has therefore now
built up an impressive resource for networking based
on membership, on its professional international staff
(7 nationalities, 10 languages) and on its database of
information and best practice.

To find out more details about Energie-Cités and
links to individual project websites, see
Www.energie-cites.org

Martin Cahn, a former Chairman of Swansea and Gower
Liberal Democrats, has worked for Energie-Cites for the
past 11 years, initially in France and currently from Poland.
The views expressed here are his own.
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